
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 89-018

SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

VAN WATERS & ROGERS INC.
JUNCTION AVENUE FACILITY
SAN JOSE, SANTA CIARA COUNTY

The california Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Van waters & Rogers rnc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Univar corp.,
hereinafter called the discharger, owns and operates a chemical blending,
storage, and distribution facility on a site of approximately 13.7 acres
located at 2256 Junction Avenue in San Jose, Santa Clara County.

2. The discharger constructed the facility in 1975. The facility contains
37 underground storage tanks, of 6,000 and 10,000 gallon capacities. ThTo
tanks have been taken out of service because of leaks and are now kept
empty. The discharger presently uses, or has used in the past, 36 of the
tanks to store the following industrial chemicals: 1,1, I-trichloroethane,
methylene chloride, tetrachloroethene, selected aliphatic hydrocarbons,
aromatic hydrocarbons (inclUding xylene and toluene), ketones, glycols,
and alcohols. One tank is used to store diesel fuel.

3. Subsurface investigations initiated at the site in December 1982 have
revealed the presence of various industrial chemicals in the soil and
groundwater at the facility. These chemicals include l,l,l-trichloro­
ethane, trichloroethene (TCE), tetrachloroethene (PCE), l,l-dichloro­
ethane (DCA), 1,1 and 1,2 dichloroethenes (DCE), methylene chloride,
vinyl chloride, toluene, xylene, ketones, and alcohols. The highest
concentrations are located in the vicinity of the underground tank fann.
A November 1988 sample of a well in this area contained 13 ppm TCE, 76
ppm PCE, 9.4 ppm l,l-DCE, and 0.68 ppm 1, I-DCA. The contaminants are
believed to be the result of spillage, inadequate chemical handling
practices, and possibly leakage from underground tanks and piping. The
discharger has changed their chemical handling practices since discovery
of the problem.

4. The discharger has nearly corrq::>leted delineation of the extent of the
plume. The plume extends to a depth of approximately 80 feet, and is
about 500 feet wide and about 500 to 800 feet in length. The area that
has not been fully delineated is the northern/downgradient area.

5. The discharger initiated an interim groundwater remediation program at
the site in December 1986. At the present time, the program involves
extraction of groundwater from six wells followed by treatment of the
extracted groundwater by an air stripping unit and a bio-oxidation unit
prior to discharge to cuadatupe River via the stonn drain system. This
discharge is regulated by an NPDES pennit issued by the Board in February
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